
Vernon Township High School 
SCA Meeting Minutes 

January 5, 2017 
 
Attendees: Dayna Germinario, Janet Kubik, Janet McKeon, Drew Krauss, Theresa 
Ruiz, Darlene Weber, Amy Dunbar, Justine Van Blarcom & Charlene Van Vugt 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:25am with no flag to salute in the conference room, 
however Pledge of Allegiance was recited, regardless of no flag presence. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes were from both the Oct and Dec meetings.  No Nov 
minutes because no meeting due to LNO.  Minutes approved by Darlene Weber 
and seconded by Justine Van Blarcom 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Both Joanne Johnson and Gina Angotti (Vice President) were 
not in attendance, but apologized for their work schedule keeping them from 
being involved with the monthly meetings.  Beginning balance $6,878.37.  In 
December, SCA received $100 as membership donations.  $492 for the Giving Tree, 
donations were deposited as they came in.  $60 Bingo license fee.  Registration has 
come in for the bingo nights.  Ending balance is $6918.37 
 
Principal’s Report:   

 1/7 Winter Wonderland dance run by DECA...focuses on special needs 
students.  They are the attendees and volunteers. 

 1/9 DECA regionals Monday at Ramapo College.  Bringing close to 200 
students. 

 1/10 8th grade parent night 

 1/11 Poetry Out Loud.  All day event where judges are brought in. Parents 
welcome to attend. 

 1/19 NHS hosts 1st of 2 blood drive 

 1/14 Snowball winter formal is for 9th and 10th graders.  

 In NJ.com our marching band was voted #1 in the county 

 21 new members were inducted into the NHS (National Honor Society) 

 VTHS Ice Hockey team captured the 1st Sussex Cup since 2006 

 VTHS Girls basketball team won the Rangers Holiday Hoops Tournament 



 Janet Kubik discussed with Mr. Krauss that SCA meetings are not being put 
on the calendar, as well as the Bingo dates. Mr. Krauss advised Janet who to 
contact to add all the dates to the calendar. 

 During midterm exams, Monday is a full day, due to the 9-period days (other 
schools in the county were consulted to see how they manage their 9-period 
school schedules, in regards to exams).  One exam is given on Mondays.  The 
other days are assigned 2 exams per day.  Students are not marked late if 
they come in for their scheduled exam time and they are not marked as 
absent if they leave early after their exams are complete.  There are late 
buses and sports buses as well. 

 The Lower library under a state of construction for a “MAKERS SPACE”.  
Designed as a cutting-edge spot where engineering students can construct 
with laser cutters and 3D printers.  Open to the entire school.  Art students 
and graphic design students would benefit as well as maintenance.  A 
teacher will be staffed there at all times so students can go as they please.  
The hope is that it is to be done within the next 2 months.  It’s a new and 
exciting use of the space.  The existing engineering room is too small and will 
now be designed as a space for everyone to utilize and for students who 
work collaboratively.  Chrome books are currently used by freshmen, but will 
be introduced to the sophomore students next year, with the hopes that this 
will compensate for the reduced amount of computers, now that the 
computer lab/lower library has been deconstructed. 

 
Old Business: 

 The Giving Tree:  $639.00 raised at the VTHS level.  $147 was from dress 
down day and $492 was from parent donations.  Collectively, throughout the 
district, we purchased 91 Walmart gift card at $40 each.  Last minute Janet 
Kubik added to the total, from the Executive SCA treasury fund, $229 to 
round off the gift card amounts which included $80 for 2 last minute card 
purchases that were introduced late by one of the school’s nurses.  It was 
brought up, and will be further discussed in the next Executive SCA meeting, 
that a total amount that should be allotted for overflow of the Giving Tree 
Program, should it be required.  $229 seemed, to some, like a large dollar 
amount to take away from the dollars collected throughout the year for the 
Annual Scholarship Fund. 



 The SCA storage closet and shelving situation has been an ongoing topic of 
discussion.  Janet Kubik is meeting with staff to follow up with shelving 
availability.  Charlene Van Vugt offered to assist with the shelving once a plan 
is put into play, as she utilizes the storage closet as well for the Senior Citizen 
Dinner Theater supplies. We will also put the call out for anyone else who 
would be willing to help with the reorganization. 

 
 
New business:  

 Bingo dates are set.  Adults ONLY!  No student helpers allowed.  The signs for 
bingo are needed again.  Joanne Johnson handles getting the permit and 
approval from the property owners to place signs on their properties.  Bingo 
dates: 2/10, 3/31 and 4/28.  Discussed getting the dates in the newspaper 
ASAP.  Janet Kubik will reach out to Kathleen Dehnert about advertising, 
since she did a great job of it last year. Emails will go out for volunteers. 

 

 Charlene Van Vugt discussed having Vernon designated as an Appalachian 
Trail community, explaining how she would have loved to be the first Sussex 
County municipality to become part of the community but Blairstown beat us 
to it.  Mayor Shortway will be a volunteer committee member as well as 
another member from Heaven Hill Farm.  An application was submitted in 
September but needs to be resubmitted once there is more community 
involvement and a committee in place.  Warwick became a community and 
have a tiny portion of the Appalachian Trail.  Vernon would be looking for 
community involvement and committee member volunteers, primarily adult 
members, to keep this going year after year, possibly becoming an 
environmental chapter in the future.  Once it is a “community” it has to be 
monitored and up-kept.  This will put Vernon on the map for the Appalachian 
Trail and in turn will help local businesses.  It was suggested by Darlene 
Weber that Charlene visit the Senior Center for volunteers, as they are 
always looking for projects to keep them active within the community. 

 

 Box Tops:  There is a mobile app to check off box top items that you are 
going to be purchasing then scan your receipt into your phone.  Janet Kubik 
discussed maybe getting access to that app, but Dayna Germinario discussed 
that it may not work because most parents prefer to clip rather than go 



through the trouble of checking off items and then scanning the receipt, and 
in the past there was not great parental involvement in downloadable app 
fundraisers.  Also, if people do both processes, Charlene VanVugt asked if 
that considered “double-dipping” within the program.  It was agreed that it 
doesn’t seem like a good idea to utilize the app at this time. 

 

 3/22 is the Senior Citizen Dinner (always on a Wednesday).  Sodexho did 
most of the food last year and will again this year, along with other donations 
from local restaurants.  Family Style was discussed but everyone is not sure if 
that is a good idea.  There may be an issue with too many leftovers and 
possibly not enough table space for all the platters.  We are still taking turkey 
and ham donations for the carving station at the event. 

 

 3/23-3/25 is the Play – “Shrek” (Thursday through Saturday) 
 

 2/2/17 next SCA meeting at 10:15am 
 
Motion to adjourn by Charlene Van Vugt and seconded by Theresa Ruiz at 
11:24am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dayna Germinario / Recording Secretary 


