
Vernon Township High School 
SCA Meeting Minutes 
September 14, 2017 

 
Attendees: Dayna Germinario, Janet Kubik, Kelly Mitchell, Amy Dunbar, Justine Van 
Blarcom, Theresa Ruiz, Darlene Arnot, Liz Hogan, Jane Annunziata, Charlene Van Vugt, 
Janet McKeon, Shannon Mackay, Dr. Pauline Anderson, Renee Gardner 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:27am with the flag salute. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes approved by Janet McKeon and seconded by Charlene Van 
Vugt 
 
Introduction of 2017-18 board members and SCA parents/members in attendance led by 
Janet Kubik. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Joanne Johnson was not in attendance. Opening balance 
was $8743.87 and closing balance $8216.06. 
 
Principal’s Report:   

 It was a good opening at the high school for staff and students.  There are only a few 
new teachers and a few transferring teachers this school year. 

 Secretaries and custodians were here all summer preparing for the 1st day of school. 

 Mr. Kosek (Asst. Principal) has the responsibility of the 10th and 11th grade students. 

 Dr. LoPresti (Asst. Principal) is responsible for the freshman academy and grade 12 
students. 

 Mr. Trusa (Asst. Principal) is retiring ½ way through the school year. 

 Back-To-School-Night is next Tuesday 7pm 9/19/17. 

 The school bell schedule has changed slightly 7:17am is now when 1st period begins.  
Dismissal is extended 5 mins. 

 Regarding Chrome books:  Unlike the other schools in the district, it was decided to 
give the students the option to either take them home with them or leave them in 
the charging carts in the lower library after school, rather than return them to 
homerooms upon dismissal. 

 To set parent’s minds at ease, NO, the webcams on the Chrome books are not active.  
Only Matt Shea has access to security of the chrome books, where if one goes 
missing, he is to be advised ASAP so that it can be located expeditiously.  “Go 



Guardian” is a Chrome book tool utilized by teachers to monitor if the student is 
leaving their assignment or test to google answers to tests.  It monitors any flip-
flopping between applications and improper access to restricted sites.  

 To encourage responsibility with their chrome books, during lunch hour students can 
turn in their chrome books for repair or issues to room 103.  There they can get a 
spare from an IT Technician while theirs is being repaired.  This practice will be for 
the 1st repair only.  After that, parents will be responsible for damage to their child’s 
chrome book.  11th and 12th graders haven’t had chrome books yet in the VTSD.  So 
far they are handling them well.  Having access to them gets students familiar with 
programs that will most likely need to be accessed at the college level (a program 
called Blackboard is similar to Schoology and currently being used at the college 
level). 

 Dr. Anderson worked with Sodexo and ALL students can now have access to the 
cafeteria in the morning if they drive in themselves or are driven to school.  It is no 
longer just for seniors. It was a decision made based on the safety & organization of 
the students.  In the past underclassman would wait outside the cafeteria, in the 
halls until the bell rang.  It’s not a good idea to have students roaming the halls when 
the teachers are not in the building and present until 7:00am, for a 7:05am work day.  
The students will now remain in the cafeteria until 7:05am.  Bus drivers are all aware 
that any seniors that arrive on buses can come off the bus early to enter the 
cafeteria.  So, breakfast will be available for all students in the cafeteria if they drive 
in themselves, are driven in or are seniors coming off of the buses. 

 Food kiosks have been dispersed around the building with breakfast available. 
Students are being asked what they would like to see offered in those kiosks.  A new 
kiosk is upstairs and will have power soon for hot food to be available.  

 Students can now eat breakfast in class during 1st period (if PE is 1st period, then they 
can eat in class during 2nd period). This decision comes two-fold as Dr. Anderson feels 
students cannot learn and absorb material on an empty stomach and that we are 
preparing our students for college life and in those college classrooms they will most 
certainly be able to bring in food, coffee, etc.  So far there have been no issues with 
this change from a teacher’s standpoint. 

 Students have from 7:05am-7:17am to get to class.  The warning bell is at 7:15am.  
Students have 3 mins. between all other classes. 

 In the past cell phones were permitted in the library, the cafeteria and within the 
hallways.  It has been decided to limit cell phone use and not allow them to be out in 
the hallways.  It’s a hazard to have student’s walking and focusing on their phone 
screens rather than paying attention to their surroundings, mindlessly getting form 
one class to another. 



 Guidance Office locations have changed…all staff working directly with students:  
their offices are now in easy access to the students, making it convenient for 
students to access one person and not a sea of people to get to their counselor.  They 
are all in visible offices now.  Guidance Counselor offices are now paired together. 

 There is a career and college readiness room now.  VTHS will now periodically be 
inviting visitors in for all day sessions from colleges and students can come in to ask 
questions.  It is located just off the upper library.  This is in addition to the College 
Readiness Night that is hosted annually at VTHS. 

 Redesign of the cafeteria:   The glass wall has been removed and bench seating has 
been installed, along with new outlets for computers and such.  It was brought up by 
Dayna Germinario that along the back wall, near the original Senior lunch room, the 
outlets would trip very easily, causing problems with SCA after school functions, such 
as Bingo night.  The custodians were aware, as they continually had to supply us with 
long extension cords, but Dr. Anderson stated she will look into if that electric had 
been upgraded along with the remodel of the space. 

 Student Daniel McKeon is taking on an Eagle Scout project by beautifying the front 
entrance/flag area of VTHS.  The front lobby is almost finished. A group of teachers 
put together the design of the front lobby and it looks beautiful and sleek. 

 The front stairwell has now been opened for student use.  It was brought up by 
Justine Van Blarcom that her child was denied access to that stairwell in the morning.  
Dr. Anderson tries to focus on all “glitch” areas as they arise.  She advised that she 
will personally position herself there in the morning to make sure all security officers 
are “on the same page” and allowing students use of the stairwell, stating that it 
takes some time to implement change after so many years. 

 There are discussions about returning to parent/teacher conferences.  A survey may 
go out asking for feedback from parents.  The majority of the SCA board members 
and those present at the meeting agreed it would be in everyone’s best interest to 
re-implement the conferences.  Per Dr. Anderson, she feels parent interaction should 
not stop at the high school level. 

 Prom update:  At the end of the 2016-17 school year a cruise was booked for the 
2017-18 Senior Prom, but has since been declined by the board.  The Senior Prom is 
now booked and going to be held at a local venue, Perona Farms in Andover, NJ.  All 
seniors and their guests will be bussed from the school to the prom and back.  They 
are not to be driven to the prom on their own or by another means, as they are to be 
signed in and out at VTHS.  This is to ensure the safety and security of all attendees. 

 The staff are diligently working on something for the juniors this year since they will 
no longer be combined with the senior prom, as this did not work out well last year. 



 PSAT - October 11th first thing in a.m. in the gymnasium 

 PARCC – April 24th – 26th for ELA 

 PARCC - May 1st – 3rd Math 

 SAT testing – Saturday October 7th, May 5th and June 2nd  

 AP testing 7th – 18th of May 

 A parent survey is going out from the Vernon Coalition for 6th-12th grade parents.  
Please submit the survey in it’s entirety, for if you start it and don’t complete it, it 
causes a glitch in the survey.  If you are not going to be able to complete it, please 
refrain from taking it. 

 Forms went home with all seniors to be filled out for parking passes.  If there are any 
spaces left over, a raffle will be held for Juniors that are currently driving.  As more 
and more seniors start driving this year, however, some Junior passes will need to be 
revoked, as this a privilege for the Junior class contingent on the amount of senior 
drivers.  So please be aware that the Junior passes granted can be temporary 
depending on the amount of spaces required for seniors that begin driving later in 
the school year.  There is no charge for student parking passes. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 Graduation water bottle sales were slightly lower because it was not as hot as 
previous years. 

 Three Art recognition Award pieces of artwork were framed and presented at the 
SCA meeting by Dayna Germinario, coordinator of the SCA Art Recognition Award 
program, and then left in the office for the custodians to display at VTHS 
permanently.  The past 2 years of selected works of art are currently displayed in 
the upper library.  All around the halls of VTHS are works from previous years, 
spanning over 3 decades of this successful program. Preparations for this year’s 
program will commence in April. 

 Senior picture make ups were Thursday 9/14/17 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 VTHS SCA will reach out to GMMS SCA to have them monitor our SCA table for our 
Back-To-School-Night. 

 The SCA district webpage is up and being updated with the SCA minutes monthly 
by Janet McKeon. 

 SCA information and sign-up packet is available online.  Please fill out the 
information form and return it to the SCA. 



 ESCA (Executive SCA) Ladies Night Out…Joy Poplaski is the chairperson out of 
LHMS.  The event has been moved back to Minerals again this year, as we could 
not secure the date we needed at Red Tail Lodge for this November. 

 The ESCA will need volunteers for basket assembly, soliciting of baskets and/or 
donations and set up/break down at the venue.  It takes many volunteers to put 
this event together.  Contact Joy if you are interested in helping.  She should be 
having a kick off meeting to set it off.  Details of this event will be provided soon. 

 Beat the Blahs Bingo Nights: 
Friday, January 12th, 2017 
Friday, February 9th, 2018 
Friday, March 9th, 2018 
The VTHS SCA needs assistance from volunteers each bingo night.  It takes many 
volunteers to have this event run smoothly.  A message will go out as each bingo 
night approaches, asking for volunteers to help with set up, manning stations 
and/or donating desserts/snacks for the evening. 

 
Motion to adjourn by Theresa Ruiz and seconded by Liz Hogan at 11:37am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dayna Germinario / Recording Secretary 


