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Tools of the Mind Curriculum: 
 The concept of “Tools of the Mind” comes from the work 

of Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky. He believed that just 
as physical tools extend our physical abilities, mental tools 
extend our mental abilities to enable us to solve problems 
and create solutions in the modern world. 

 
 Tools is a comprehensive curriculum, including content that 

meets all state and national standards. Content is presented 
in an integrated, developmental way so that instruction 
forms a coherent whole. The instruction formats and activi-
ties in Tools are research based. 

 
 The central focus of Tools of the Mind is the development 

of both cognitive and social-emotional self-regulation at the 
same time that academic skills are taught.  

 
 Instructional strategies used in Tools are a combination of 

child-initiated activities, teacher scaffolding and explicit 
instruction, individualization through multiple levels of 
scaffolding and on-going use of assessment data to tailor 
interactions to meet individual needs. Progress is monitored 
daily, weekly, and monthly. 

 
 

Examples of Tools Pre-K Activities 
Graphics Practice: Children develop fine motor and self-

regulation skills needed for writing. They draw on white 
boards with markers, stopping and starting in response to 
musical cues. Children use private speech to help them re-
member how and what to write, learning to inhibit while 
also remembering the shapes they’re representing in writing. 

 
 Buddy Reading: Pairs of children “read” books to each 

other, using external mediator cards to remind them of their 
roles as they take turns reading and listening.  

 
 Play Planning: Children describe what they are going to do 

when they play and then represent their plan on paper in 
drawing and writing. Children work at their own level, add-
ing details to their drawn plans, using lines to represent 
words in their written message, and using the Tools of the 
Mind Sound Map to write letters representing the sound in 
their words. 

 
Making Collections: Children work in a cooperative part-

nered mathematics activity taking turns counting and 
‘checking’ using one-to-one correspondence.  
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What parents are saying about our 

Tools of the Mind Program 
 

“I	am	grateful	for	the	preschool	program.	My	son	has	

made	so	much	progress	in	the	two	years	he	has	been	in	

the	program.	I	feel	con ident	that	he	will	be	ready	for	

kindergarten.	I	love	that	he	will	already	be	comfortable	

with	the	school	and	some	of	the	teachers	going	into	

kindergarten	next	year!”	

	

“My	child	loves	going	to	school.	She	talks	about	all	the	

play	planning	that	she	does	and	it	continues	to	play	at	

home.	I've	seen	her	grow	so	much	this	year	and	I	am	

con ident	that	she	will	excel	in	kindergarten.”	

	

“My	daughter	has	learned	about	how	a	school	day	

works	in	nurturing	environment.	I	have	seen	a	dramatic	

increase	in	her	math	and	language	arts	readiness.”	

	

“One	of	the	reasons	why	I	chose	Walnut	Ridge	was	be-

cause	of	the	Tools	of	the	Mind	Curriculum.	I	think	it	

makes	sense	for	a	child	to	learn	through	play.	It	de i-

nitely	works,	my	son	cries	when	he	can't	go	to	school	on	

the	weekends.	–Gina”	

	

“This	program	is	providing	my	son	a	solid	foundation	

both	academically	and	socially.	A	wonderful	beginning	

to	his	academic	career.”	

	

“The	students	are	actively	engaged	in	learning	and	they	

think	they	are	playing.	Learning	if	fun!!”	



 
 

Preschool Program: 
The preschool program runs 5 days per week for 2 

hours 25 minutes per day in two sessions: 
    
   AM : 9:55am - 12:20pm   

 PM:  1:10pm - 3:35pm 
 
Classes are mixed age groups. There are a limited 

number of spaces available in our classes; students will 
be placed on a first-come, first-served basis.  

The preschool program is a general education pro-
gram open to all children in Vernon. 

All classes follow the same general schedule: 

 Students arrive as a group, unpack and hang 
up their own belongings. 

Opening Circle– calendar, weather, message 
of the day, freeze dance 

 Play Centers based on theme 

 Small or large group activity, structured and 
free play time, and outdoor/gross motor play 

 Snack 

Dismissal 

The preschool  utilizes the “Tools of the Mind” cur-
riculum.  

All classes have a dual-certified teacher (certified in       
preschool and special education) as well as at least one 
aide.  

 
 

 
 

Requirements: 
 

The student must be 3 years old to begin preschool.     
Walnut Ridge has open enrollment all year long as long    
as there are spots available in the classes.  The student   
may begin preschool when they turn 3 years old . 

To register, please go to the vtsd.com website and go un-
der the Walnut Ridge School.  There is a link on this page 
to register online through InfoSnap.  After registering 
online please go to the Board of Education Office, 539 
Route 515, across from the Acme shopping center. 

 Proof of Residence (POR) must be provided.  A copy  
of the deed/lease to the home and a current utility bill 
along with a $50.00 deposit is required to register. The 
$50.00 deposit will be credited towards your child’s last 
month of enrollment, provided 30 days notice of with-
drawal is provided. 

 You will then need to bring the following items to    
Walnut Ridge Primary School: 

       *  original birth certificate 
      *  immunization records 
       *  recent physical 
       *  first month’s tuition 
 
       Your child will be placed into a classroom once all the                
       registration requirements are met. 
 
 The tuition is $3000 for the school year, broken up    

into 10 monthly installments of $300 a month payable 
one  month in advance. For families that meet the     
income guidelines for Free or Reduced Lunch, tuition    
is offered at a reduced rate. 

 
 

 
 

Important Notes: 
 
Transportation, before care and after care are not pro-

vided. Related services (speech language therapy, 
physical therapy, occupational therapy) are not pro-
vided. However, at times a therapist may work within 
the classroom. 

 
 Parent(s)/guardian(s) are asked to drop off and pick 

up their child(ren) by the front door at the appropri-
ate time. Parent(s)/guardian(s) must sign out their 
child(ren). If another adult will be picking up the  

   child(ren), a note authorizing that adult to sign the 
   child(ren) out must be provided.                    
 
 Parent(s)/guardian(s) may be asked to provide: 

Backpack 

 Full change of clothes 

 Smock (preferably oversized t-shirt) 

 Small snack daily 

 Folder and/or notebook for papers, projects, 
and communication notes 

All supplies, clothes, etc. should be labeled with the 
student’s name. 

 


