
Advanced Placement European History – Summer Assignment – Mr. Della Torre 

gdellatorre@vtsd.com  

  Congratulations on being accepted into Advanced Placement European History. Due to your high level of 
achievement and demonstrated talents in the social studies, it is expected that you complete a summer assignment. The 
Advanced Placement European History Curriculum is intensive and rigorous. It goes without saying that this course is 
heavy in terms of reading, writing, and research.  It is nonetheless not without its rewards, and your completion of the 
course will make you a better person with a greater breadth of knowledge and more finely tuned critical thinking skills. 
Furthermore, satisfactory results on the Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year will allow you to be 
eligible for college credit at virtually any reputable institution of higher learning in the nation. In order to best prepare 
you for success on the Advanced Placement Exam, it is necessary that we begin the school year with a review of Dark 
Ages leading into the Renaissance. This review begins with the Summer Assignment.  

Turnitin.com Registration 
You must first register to turnitin.com if you have not done so already. Once you are registered you will sign up below by 
doing the following:  

Turnitin.com – Signup  

1. Sign in to turnitin.com 
2. Click “add a new class” button 
3. Enter class number: 18298311 
4. Password: mrdhistory 

Assignment One: - Due to turnitin.com by Friday, August 31st at 23:59:59 (11:59:59 P. M. for those on 12 hour clocks) 

1. Read A World Only Lit by Fire-The Medieval Mind and the Renaissance Portrait of an Age by William Manchester.  
As you read, try to underline main ideas and concepts you believe to be important to the chapters. Keep notes 
on the chapters for reference.  

2. You must then write a 4-5 page response (double-spaced, MLA format with in-text citations) to the book. In 
your response, you must address the following question: 
 
Erasmus, Martin Luther and Ferdinand Magellan were all considered humanists. Upon reflection of Manchester’s 
novel, compare and contrast their individual roles in the development of the humanist philosophy that 
characterizes the Renaissance movement in Europe. 
 
Please Note: If you write a paragraph on each person, you are just telling your reader what each has done; this 
is not comparing or contrasting. Therefore, make sure you organize your paper so that you make direct 
comparisons and/or contrasts in each paragraph. If you do not directly compare and contrast, you are not 
addressing the prompt or answering the question. 
(You must demonstrate your understanding of Manchester by citing specific examples/page numbers from the 
book.) 
 

3. This assignment will be graded and returned by the end of the second week of school and it will be used to 
begin our study of European History and our preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination.  
   

Important Points to Remember  

1. This is a popular book assigned by AP European teachers across the country. Do not wait until the last minute 
to order this book! Not finding a book is an unacceptable excuse for not completing this assignment. A free 
PDF copy of this book may be found on the home page of my website www.dtapeuro.weebly.com 

mailto:gdellatorre@vtsd.com
http://www.dtapeuro.weebly.com/


 
2. This is an individual assignment- The VTHS Plagiarism Policy will be enforced as per page 3 of the VTHS MLA 

style guide. http://www.vtsd.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/mla_guide.pdf  
 

3. Be sure to include in-text citations in each body paragraph as well as a works cited page that includes all 
sources that YOU used.  
 

4. For a detailed MLA style guide, you can simply “google” the terms “MLA style guide” – the first link from 
Purdue University is quite detailed. You may also access the VTHS MLA style guide at this address: 
http://www.vtsd.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/mla_guide.pdf   
 

5. This summer assignment will also be made available in electronic copy at www.dtapeuro.weebly.com.  The 
summer assignment will be found under a tab labeled “Summer Assignment.  

*IF you have any questions during the summer, I will check email periodically, please direct your emails to 
gdellatorre@vtsd.com 
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