
Vernon Township High School 
English Department 

Honors Program 
Summer 2018 

Dear Student: 
 
Welcome to Advanced Placement English 11!  For this course, you will be required to complete 
the following work prior to your return in September.  AP students are required to read the 
dystopian novels Animal Farm and Brave New World.  Although the books will be supplied, you 
are encouraged to purchase your own copies of these works so that you may underline, highlight, 
write in the margins and do whatever else will help you to best comprehend the book, analyze it, 
and remember its key elements for later writing and discussion.  (These skills are important on 
the AP test as well as being good preparation for the way college students are expected to read.)  
Work on being an active reader (keeping a reaction journal, character list, and other notes as you 
read, in addition to any marking and notes you may put in copies of the books you purchase).  
Your notes will not be collected for a grade, but these active reading skills should help you be 
more successful both now and in your future scholastic career.   
You will also be viewing either a couple of films or a television series which correlate with the 
summer novels thematically.  Your writing assignment will synthesize the ideas of all of these 
sources and analyze their commentary on society. 
 
Attached to this letter is a description of your reading and viewing requirements and options.  
Once you have finished the writing assignment, you will log on to www.turnitin.com (class ID 
18188683 / enrollment password Shakespeare) and submit your essay.  If you have any 
questions, please e-mail me at jfranklyn@vtsd.com.  Additionally, the literature with which we 
begin the school year will connect thematically to the summer reading, so you should be ready to 
discuss (and potentially write about) the novels in this context in the fall.   
 
Welcome again to English 11 AP.  The year will be both challenging and rewarding.  As with all 
learning, please keep in mind that the keys to success will be your willingness to analyze the 
works of literature in our curriculum and the degree of effort you put forth.   
 
Have an enjoyable and “well-read” summer! 
 
___________________________    _____________________________ 
Ms. Julie Franklyn      Ms. Karen Stoeckel 
AP Instructor       K-12 Language Arts Supervisor 
jfranklyn@vtsd.com      kstoeckel@vtsd.com 
 



English 11 AP Reading and Assignment Information 

Dystopia--an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad, typically a 
totalitarian or environmentally degraded one. 

Your summer assignment will expose you to several dystopian visions. 

Over the summer, complete reading of the novels Animal Farm, by George Orwell, and Brave 
New World, by Aldous Huxley.  Additionally, view either one television series or two films from 
the list below.  (If you or your parents are concerned about viewing content, be sure to check the 
ratings before you choose what to watch.  View responsibly.)  After reading and viewing, 
complete the assigned paper and submit to turnitin.com by August 20th.  Our reading in the fall 
will begin with another dystopian novel, so the summer work will prepare you and give you 
more subject matter with which to make connections as we read and discuss. 

Films 
V for Vendetta  (2005) 
Gattaca  (1997) 
Idiocracy  (2006) 
Minority Report  (2002) 
The Running Man  (1987)  (based on the book by Stephen King, which you are welcome to read 
instead of watching the film version) 
The Island  (2005) 
The Matrix  (1999) 
 
Television Series 
The Handmaid’s Tale  (2017, Hulu) 
The Man in the High Castle  (2015, Amazon) 
Black Mirror  (2011, Netflix)  (“Fifteen Million Merits,” “The Entire History of You,” “White 
Bear,” “The Waldo Moment,” “Nosedive,” and “Men Against Fire” are the most pertinent 
episodes; the series is not a single, continuous story, but individual stories with new characters 
and plot for each episode.  All comment on society in one way or another.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



COMPARING DYSTOPIAS 
In this paper, you will compare and contrast the dystopian societies in the dystopian novels assigned for 
the summer as well as those portrayed in select films/television series.  This paper should address the 
following question:  How does examining fictional dystopian societies reveal potential dangers for our 
own society? 
 

To thoroughly address this prompt, you will need to consider the following questions (being as specific 
as possible with supporting evidence, using quotes as appropriate): 

1. What are the methods of governmental control exercised upon the society / protagonists in the 

novel / film / television series?  Make sure you have specific examples. 

2. What actions does each protagonist take to cope with or change his or her situation? Are they 

successful methods? Why or why not? 

3. What is the author’s message/warning? Is it a prediction for the future? A statement about 

human nature, government, etc.? 

4. Finally, do you think the message/warnings are relevant to the present day? In what ways have 

these authors’ ideas come true or are in jeopardy of really happening? 

To write a good compare‐and‐contrast paper, you must take the similarities and differences you've 
observed in each dystopia and make them come together into a meaningful argument. Therefore, the 
thesis depends on how the things you've chosen to compare actually relate to one another. Do they 
extend, corroborate, complicate, contradict, correct, or debate one another? In the most common 
compare‐and‐contrast paper—one focusing on differences—you can indicate the precise relationship 
between A and B by using the word "whereas" in your thesis:  

Whereas Camus perceives ideology as secondary to the need to address a specific historical 
moment of colonialism, Fanon perceives a revolutionary ideology as the impetus to reshape 
Algeria's history in a direction toward independence.  

Whether your paper focuses primarily on difference or similarity, you need to make the relationship 
between A and B clear in your thesis. This relationship is at the heart of any compare‐and‐contrast 
paper.  

You may organize that argument in one of two ways: 

 In text‐by‐text, you discuss all of A, then all of B, then all of C, etc… 

 In point‐by‐point, you alternate points about A with comparable/contrasting points about B 
with comparable/contrasting points about C, etc… 

If you think that B extends A, you'll probably use a text‐by‐text scheme; if you see A and B engaged in 
debate, a point‐by‐point scheme will draw attention to the conflict. Be aware, however, that the point‐
by‐ point scheme can come off as a ping‐pong game. You can avoid this effect by grouping more than 
one point together, thereby cutting down on the number of times you alternate from A to B to C, etc… 
But no matter which organizational scheme you choose, you need not give equal time to similarities and 
differences. In fact, your paper will be more interesting if you get to the heart of your argument as 
quickly as possible.  



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS RUBRIC 
 

CATEGORY  DEFICIENT 

(RARELY) 

12‐14PTS 

LIMITED 

(OCCASSIONALLY) 

15‐17PTS 

ACCEPTABLE 
(FREQUENTLY) 

18‐21PTS 

EXEMPLARY 

(CONSISTENTLY) 

22‐25PTS 

Thesis/Focus: The essay presents a 
clear and arguable thesis that 
articulates an interesting comparison 
of the literature, and develops a clear 
comparison and/or contrast between 
Animal Farm, Brave New World and 
the other titles. 

     

 

Support: Consistently presents 
sophisticated and insightful ideas and 
provides appropriate, concise, and 
convincing explanations.  Examples 
are detailed and accurate.  The essay 
demonstrates careful, close reading 
of the literature and viewing of the 
other media. 

     

 

Clarity: The writing demonstrates a 
consistent ability to control the focus 
and organization of ideas, and 
skillfully employs conventions of 
sentence structure and mechanics. 

     

 

Requirements: The essay follows 
generally expected conventions of 
literary academic writing: 3‐5 pages 
written in MLA format.  The essay 
utilizes all the sources required by the 
prompt, meets the length 
requirement, is submitted to 
turnitin.com by the due date. 

     

 

 

Grade: ____________________ 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Reading and Assignments 

Reading 

As noted in the welcome letter, be sure to work on being an active reader (keeping a reaction 
journal, character list, and other notes as you read, in addition to any marking and notes you may 
put in copies of the books you purchase).   

Writing 

Learn to be pithy.  Don’t waste space on sentences or paragraphs with no real substance.  Make 
your point concisely and emphatically.  Provide specific supporting details, but stick to the point 
and don’t discuss characters, events or ideas that are off-topic.  There is no need for plot 
summary; address the specific writing prompts you’ve been given.  On the AP exam you will 
have very limited time to write your essays, so start practicing how to write concise, focused 
essays now! 

Use proper MLA format.  Be sure anything taken word-for-word from the reading is in quotation 
marks and followed by a parenthetical citation.  Standard citation form:  (Huxley 105).   

A great online resource for citation information is: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

Advice from Collegeboard.com  (Makers of the AP Language and 
Composition Exam) 

Study Skills: Reading 

In an AP English course, you may feel you have never been given so much to read. 
AP English demands plenty of serious reading, and you might be tempted to 
"speed-read." You may try to scan paragraphs and pages as fast as you can while 
hunting for main ideas. In a word: Don't. First, main ideas usually aren't quickly 
accessible from "speed-reading" complex texts. 

Also, if you race through good writing, you are likely to miss the subtlety and 
complexity. A paragraph of text by Frederick Douglass or Joyce Carol Oates, a 
speech by Abraham Lincoln, or a letter by E. B. White cannot be appreciated—or 
even minimally understood—without careful, often-repeated readings. 

 

 



In reading your AP assignments, be sure to: 

 Read slowly  

 Reread complex and important sentences  

 Ask yourself often, "What does this sentence, 
paragraph, speech, stanza, or chapter mean?"  

 

 

Make Your Reading Efficient 

 Read text aloud.  
Slow down when you are having trouble with 
complex prose passages, and read them aloud. 
Reading aloud may help you to understand the tone 
of the passage.  

 Reread difficult material to help you understand 
it.  
Complex issues and elegant expression are not 
always easily understood or appreciated on a first 
reading.  

 Form the habit of consulting your dictionary, 
thesaurus, encyclopedia, or atlas.  
Through such resources, you'll discover the precise 
meanings of words as well as knowledge about the 
content of what you are reading. Similar resources 
are available online or as computer software. 

Study Skills: Writing 

Writing is central to the AP English courses and exams. Both courses have two 
goals: to provide you with opportunities to become skilled, mature, critical readers, 
and to help you to develop into practiced, logical, clear, and honest writers.  Here 
are some key guidelines to remember in learning to write a critical essay:  

 

 



 Take time to organize your ideas.  

 Make pertinent use of the text given to you to 
analyze.  

 Quote judiciously from the text to support your 
observations.  

 Be logical in your exposition of ideas.  

Reading Directly Influences Writing Skills & Habits 
Reading and writing are intertwined. When you read what published authors have 
written you are immersed not just in their ideas, but in the pulsing of their 
sentences and the aptness of their diction. The more you read, the more that the 
rhythm of the English language will be available to influence your writing. 
Reading is not a substitute for writing, but it does help lay the foundation that 
makes good writing possible. 

Stylistic Development Is Nurtured by Emphasizing:  
• a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
• a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination 
and coordination; 
• logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such 
as repetition, transitions and emphasis; 
• a balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and 
• an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and 
maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and 
sentence structure. 
 
When students read, they should become aware of how stylistic effects are 
achieved by writers’ linguistic choices. Since imaginative literature often 
highlights such stylistic decisions, fiction and poetry clearly can have a place in the 
AP English Language and Composition course. The main purpose of including 
such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and linguistic choices. 
The AP course depends on the development of interpretive skills as students 
learn to write and read with increasing complexity and sophistication. 
 


