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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

This correspondence is to inform you that the Vernon School District will be modifying              

the grading processes and procedures for the fourth marking period. This decision is             

based on the Governor's recent decision to close schools through May 15, 2020. During              

the press conference held on Thursday, April 16, 2020, Governor Murphy announced            

that all NJ schools will remain closed through Friday, May 15, 2020. In an effort to                

provide clear and concise guidance to the members of our school community, please be              

advised that at this time the Vernon Township School District will be extending the              

school closure through 5/15/20. All school activities will be cancelled through 5/15/20. 

  

Remote learning plans will remain in effect throughout the duration of this closure. We              

will continue to reevaluate and assess the situation based upon current information and             

directives from Governor Murphy, the New Jersey Department of Education, and the            

New Jersey Department of Health on a regular basis. Additional information will be             

shared with our community as it becomes available.  

 

At the onset of COVID-19, Dr. McKay indicated this would be a “marathon and not a                

sprint”. I concur with that opinion. Similar to a marathon these challenges call for              

pacing, adaptability and flexibility to best meet the needs of all learners and the              

challenges our families are facing. Part of the Vernon Township School District Mission             

Statement states, “We will prioritize the overall wellness of our students and provide             

opportunities to support the growth and development of the whole child.” It is this              

statement that has influenced my direction of grades and assessments for the fourth             

marking period (through virtual learning.) 

 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has presented and continues to present insurmountable          

challenges that have been met with skill, talent, creativity, and diligence by our             

outstanding teachers, aides, administrators, and support staff such as counselors and           

child study team members. I have witnessed engaging lessons, compassionate          

understanding, and high levels of rigor, where applicable. There are many issues,            

however, that are outside our control as educators.  
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We cannot control the number of children whose parents are not home because they are               

working on the front lines or in health care, trying to mitigate the spread of the virus.                 

We cannot control that some children are alone or minimally supervised because of this.              

We cannot control the loss of jobs, the burden of unpaid rent or mortgages, and the                

financial crisis that many of our families are facing right now. With that comes additional               

stress on families, less access to wifi, and other even larger issues such as high school                

aged students seeking work (even when it is unsafe) to help their families. We cannot               

control the increases in domestic violence, child abuse, divorce, or other traumatic            

experiences which are occurring in our community at increased rates (compared to            

before the COVID-19 pandemic). 

 

I remain extremely concerned for the social emotional well-being of our students and             

their families. Based on the needs of our students and families, the following             

adjustments are being made to our current grading policy. They will be effective             

Monday, April 20, 2020. 

 

1. All students will be assessed as previously determined in grades 4-12. This means 

that teachers, parents, and students can “see” grades in Genesis and/or the 

Schoology parent portal. If numerical grades were given/earned per the grade 

level or school, that remains. However, all students (in grades 4-12) will be 

given a pass/fail option (for the marking period, not per assignment). 
Students/parents who wish to receive pass/fail grades must indicate via a 

Schoology message to their teacher(s) no later than April 24, 2020. 
Students/families may choose pass/fail for one, several, or all courses they are 

currently enrolled in. This option is extended through the end of virtual/on-line 

learning.  

2. Should students/parents select the pass/fail option the “fail” grade will be recorded 

as a 55 and the “pass” grade will be recorded as a 75. This option allows for 

struggling students to be impacted minimally should there be extenuating 

circumstances at home that inhibit learning. 

3. Students in grades 4-12 were given a one week Monday to Monday grace period to 

turn work in. Work will be accepted without a penalty on a child’s 

grade/assignment within this time period.  Should there be extenuating 

circumstances at home please do not hesitate to reach out to your students 

teachers. 

4. There are no changes to Cedar Mountain and Rolling Hills. Rolling Hills has recently 

adopted “Satisfactory” or “Needs Improvement” and that will remain through the 

end of virtual schooling. 

5. There will be no final exams given (grades 6-12) regardless of whether or not we 

return to traditional schooling or remain on virtual instruction. 

 



Many of you are struggling with juggling parental, para-teaching challenges and           

managing your children’s anxiety at home while also facing unemployment, increasing           

debt, potential health issues (or health-related fear or anxiety), with no end in sight. It               

is our responsibility as educators to make the social emotional needs of children and              

families our priority during this unprecedented time. It is our continued desire to partner              

with families to support our students and community. If there is anything I or anyone               

can do to assist you, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Karen D’Avino 
 

 

Karen D’Avino 

Superintendent of Schools 


